A RESOLUTION SUBMITTED 

BY LEGISLATOR IANNELLO

RE: SUPPORTING THE CREATION OF A REGIONAL GIRLS VARSITY ICE HOCKEY LEAGUE


WHEREAS, it is estimated that roughly 900 girls ages 18 and under play ice hockey on community recreation teams in Western New York; and 


WHEREAS, girls with strong ability are allowed to play on school sponsored boys varsity teams; and


WHEREAS, girl hockey players are overlooked for scholarships and miss out on locker room camaraderie; and


WHEREAS, girls playing boys hockey have a greater chance of being hurt because boys hockey allows checking while girls hockey does not; and

WHEREAS, a Girl’s Ice Hockey Development Committee has been spearheaded by Williamsville Athletic Director James Rusin; and


WHEREAS, the Girl’s Ice Hockey Development Committee includes Administrators from athletic programs in Williamsville, Amherst, Clarence, Kenmore Town of Tonawanda, Sweet Home, Niagara Wheatfield, West Seneca, Lancaster, Orchard Park and the Monsignor Martin Athletic Association; and


WHEREAS, two districts have committed to each fielding a team in 2010-11, but a minimum of five teams are necessary to make a viable league; and


WHEREAS, the committee has estimated that it would cost each participating school district $24,500.00 to field a team; and


WHEREAS, attempting to launch a new regional varsity team at a time when the New York State Public High School Athletic League is directing the schools to slash the number of athletic competitions in all sports is a tough sell; and


WHEREAS, if a full-scale league is not possible by 2010-11, the Girl’s Ice Hockey Development Committee recommends the continuation of lower level, school sponsored ice hockey opportunities for girls as well as the formation of a club program; 


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT


RESOLVED, that this honorable body, the Erie County Legislature, goes on record to support the creation of a Regional Girl’s Varsity Hockey League; and be it further


RESOLVED, that this honorable body suggests if the league is created that it’s administrators apply for funding through the Erie County Youth Services Department; and be it further 


RESOLVED, that certified copies be sent to County Executive, Commissioner of Youth Services, the Administrators for Athletic programs of Williamsville, Amherst, Clarence, Ken-Ton, Sweet Home, Niagara Wheatfield, West Seneca, Lancaster, Orchard Park and Monsignor Martin High Schools

FISCAL IMPACT: Positive for Erie County 

